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of iniquity, ranging from the oppres- 
sion of wage-earners to unfair and un- 


. Wholesome methods of crushing out 


competition, and to defrauding the pub- 
lie by stock-jobbing and the manipula- 
tion. of securities. Certain wealthy 
men of this Stamp, whose conduct 
should be abhorrent to every man of 
ordinary decent conscience, and who 
commit the hideous wrong of teaching 
our young men that phenomenal busi- 
ness success must ordinarily be based 
on dishonesty, have during the last few 
months made “it apparent that they 
have banded together to work for a re- 
action. Their endeavor is to overthrow 
nd discredit all who honestly admin- 
ister the law, to prevent any additional 
legislation which would check and re- 
Strain them, and to secure, if possible, 
a freedom from all CNT which will 
permit every unscrupulous wrong-doer 
to do what he wishes unchecked, pro- 


vided he has enough money.” 


Mr. Taft in his notification speech 
says that the evils referred to by the 


di ,_ President have crept in during the last 
ten years. 
time some “prominent and influential 


He declares that during this 


members of the community, spurred by 
financial success and in. their hurry 
for greater wealth, became unmindful 
of the common rules of business hon- 
esty and fidelity, and of the limitations _ 
imposed by law upon their actions’; 
and that “the revelations of the 
breaches of trusts, disclosures as to 
rebates and discriminations by rail- 
roads, the accumulating evidence of the 


violations of the anti-trust laws by a 


number of corporations, and the over- 
issue of stocks and bonds of interstate 


railroads for the unlawful enriching 


of directors and for the purpose of con- 
centrating the control of railroads un- 
der one management,” have ‘‘quickened 
the conscience of the people and 
brought on a moral awakening.” 
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- $60, 000, 000 ; 


tion to the “frightful ertrnrneanet 


men from whose earnings the great ~ 


proportion of these colossal sums must: . 


be extorted through excessive tariff and 
other indirect taxes. 


The Republican platform is silent on 
this stibject—not even making a prom- 


ise of reform. 


ALARMING INCREASE IN OFFICEHOLDERS, 


The Democratic platrorrs ealls atten- 
tion to the increase in the number of 
officeholders, which during the past six 
years has amounted to 99,319, entailing 
an additional expenditure of. nearly 
$60,000,000 a year; and denounces this 
great and growing increase as not only 
unnecessary and wasteful, but as indi- 
eating the purpose to keep the Repub- 


by inereasing the number of its re- 
tainers and dependents. 


The ‘Republican platform makes no 


reference to this significant and alarm- State during the closing hours 


ing state of affairs. 


THE SPEAKER’S ARBITRARY POWER. 


The most potent obstacle to the “Rule 
of the People’ is the arbitrary power 
which the rules and regulations gov- 
erning the House of Representatives 
confer upon the Speaker. By means 
of them, 
tives—the people’s forum in our scheme 
of government—has ceased to be a de- 


liberative and legislative body, and the 


will of the Speaker has become su- 
preme. 

The Democratic platform pledges the 
party, if restored to power, to the adop- 
tion of such rules and regulations as 
will restore the control of legislation 
to a majority of the members of the 
House. 

The Republican platform is silent on 
this vital subject. 


MISUSE OF PATRONAGE FOR ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A DYNASTY. . 


The Democratic platform condemns 
the act of the present Chief Executive 


in using the patronage of his high office. 


the Republican Congress in the percion Re 
just ended, which appropriated. $1, 008,-. 
000,000, entailing a deficit of more than — 
and denounces this. waste |; 
-of the people’ S money as acrime against — 
the millions of working men and wo-. 
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THE RIGHTS oF’ THE 


The Democratic © platform — 


; Biv ne the State governments in all 
. their rights as the most competent ad- 
ministration for our democratic con- 
cerns and the surest bulwark against 
anti-republican tendencies; and in the 
reservation of the General Govern- 
ent in its whole constitutional vigor 
s the sheet anchor of our peace at 
ome and safety abroad,” and opposes 
e centralization implied in the sug- 
estion, now frequently made, that the 
ers of the General Government 
wld My extended by judicial con- 
wcti It declares that there is no 
ight zone between the Nation and 


ae ae caused ne rendered’ nec- 
essary a change in the mode of elect- 
ing United States Senators. The Demo- 
‘eratie platform, in harmony with the 
en which caused some oe the older 


ike Section of United Stas: Sena- 
*s, It does not of course favor a 
change in the apportionment of two 

Senators to each State, but a change 
- only in the mode of their election—that 
‘from the present mode of election 
‘the Legislature to election by direct 
of the people. . Such a reform, it 
ares, is the gateway to other na- 
al reforms. In his speech of ac- 
nee, Mr. Bryan says: “Every 
jedial measure of a national char- 
tom must run the gauntlet of the Sen- 
The President may personally in- 
> toward a reform; the House may 
onsent to it; but as long as the Senate 
bstructs the reform, the people must 
) ere! we open the ae he 


interests to bar the way by the control 
of this branch of the Federal Legisla- 
ture?” 

The popular election of Senators 
would require an amendiment to the 
Constitution. As far back as the Fifty- 
second Congress a resolution proposing 
the necessary constitutional amendment 
was passed by that body by a vote that 
was practically unanimous. A similar 
resolution passed the Fifty-third Con- 
gress. Both these Congresses were 
Democratic. The Republicans gained 
control of the next Congress as a re- 
sult of the elections of 1894, and in the 
Fifty-fourth Congress the proposition 
g died in committee. The sentiment, how- 


ever, has so grown among the people 
that it has forced three Republican 


_ Congresses since to follow the example 
set by the Democrats; nearly two- 
thirds of the States have recorded them- 
selves in its favor, and three Demo- 
eratie national platforms—-those of 
1900, 1904 and 1908—have demanded 
this reform. ‘‘The United States Sen- 
ate, however,” as Mr. Bryan points out, 
, _impudently and arrogantly obstructs 
the passage of the resolution, notwith- 
standing the fact that the voters of the 
United States, by an overwhelming ma- 
jority, demand it. And this refusal is 
the more significant when it is remem- 
bered that a number of Senators owe 
their election to great corporate inter- 
ests.” The Republican National Con- 
ventions of 1900 and 1904, following the 
Senatorial lead, ignored the subject, 
and the Republican National Conven- 
tion of 1908 rejected the proposition by 
a vote of 866 to 114. 

With the Democratic platform favor- 
ing the popular election of Senators by 
a unanimous vote of the Democratic 
National Convention, and the Republi- 
can platform silent on the subject by a 
vote of 866 to 114 in the Republican 
National Convention, the suggestion of 
Mr. Taft that it is not. a party ques- 
tion is of course without weight. 

In response to the question, “Shall 
the, people rule?’ which the Democratic 
platform avers.is the overshadowing 
issue in all the questions now under 
discussion, Mr. Bryan in his speech of 
acceptanee describes the obstacles to 
the rule of the people under three 
heads. These are: 

The purchase of the Presidency by 
contributions of money from the favor- 
seeking corporations (referred to above 
in this article) ; the control of the Sen- 
ate by the exploiting interests, who are 


Ld) 


ee 


pte Gre tho 
stead; and ie nibetitntien ‘of. ie. a 


the majority of the House of. Repre-- 
sentatives (referred to above in this 


carticle). 


But it is the popular bledton of Bea 


ators, which the platform describes as. 


“the gateway to other national re- 
forms,” which shall. re-establish the 
rule of the people, and Mr. Bryan has 


| pledged himself, if elected, to convene — 


mediately after the TAA E REA Shall 
to ask among other things for the ful-. 
fillment of the platform pledge in re- 


spect to the peer election. of Sena- / 


tors. 
THE TARIFF. 


It will be noted that up to this point 
the platform has concerned itself with | 
the question of reform in the adminis- 
tration of the Government, so that it 
may become responsive once more to 
the popular will. The remainder of. 
the platform is devoted to fiscal and 


other subjects with which party plat- 


forms have chiefly dealt hitherto, and 
which do not require elaboration in an 
article of. this kind. 

First among these subjects is prop- 
erly placed the tariff, which was the 
thin edge of the wedge of the class leg- 
islation which now has caused the life 
of the many to be unduly strenuous 
and without adequate reward, in order 
that the few may accumulate colossal 
fortunes. On this subject the platforms 
of the two parties present a clear-cut 
issue—the Democratie platform adher- 
ing to the doctrine of the Constitution, 
and the Republican platform declaring 
for class legislation (“protection,” so- 
called) in defiance of the Constitution. 
The subject is treated exhaustively by 
Mr. Bryan in his speech at Des Moines, 
Iowa, on the 21st of August, a copy of. 
ita may be had on application to the~ 

State or the National Democratic Head- 
ee aa 

Briefly stated, the Democratic plat- 
form calls for the revision of the tariff 
by the reduction of import duties; 
whereas the Republican platforn’ calls 
for a revision of the tariff without 
specifying whether the revision is to 
be up or down. It says: ‘In all the 
tariff legislation, the true principle of 


- protection is best maintained by the 


imposition of such duties as will equal 
the difference between ‘the cost of pro-. 
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of fier Gaveriment and, with the ex- 
ception of two years of the four, the 
licuse of Representatives. Instead of 


- dereliction by the Democrats, the Dem- 


ocratic Party has been, year after year, 


‘urging the strict enforcement of that 


law, and the Republican Party has 
been explaining year after year why 
it was impossible to enforce it. One 
of the reasons which they do not give 
at present is the circumstance that 


/ trust officials are closely connected with 


the Republican Party management. 
The chairman of the Republican Speak- 
ers’ Committee, for example, is Mr. 
Dupont of Delaware, who is defendant 
iu a suit brought by the Government 
for violation of the anti-trust law. . 

The following extracts from Mr. 

Bryan’s speech on trusts will strike 
many responsive chords. 
“Yhe business of the country has felt 
the pressure of the trusts. The retailer 
has been compelled to enter into con- 
tracts which restrict his management 
of his own affairs, he has found the 
terms of sale and payment changed to 
his disadvantage, and he has’ been 
forced to carry more and more of the 
He is convinced that 
there are no good trusts and that his 
only safety is in the Democratic plan 
which lays the axe at the root of the 
tree. 

“The traveling men naturally take 
especial interest in the trust question, 
because the more complete the monop- 
_ oly secured by a corporation the less 
“ they are needed. We have no more 
intelligent class than the representa- 
tives of commerce, and their retire- 
ment from the road would mean a se- 
rious loss to the country, while a few 
promoters would be the only persons 
benefited, they gaining by the capital- 
ization of the salaries saved by the 
elimination of competition. 

“Industrial independence is necessary 
to political independence. ‘The free ex-. 
ercise of the rights of citizenship is 
oat when a few men control the 
industries in which millions are em- 
ployed. God forbid that we should 
compel the wage-earners of the nation 
to address their petitions to trust mag- 
nates, and ask for their daily bread. 
Already. we have seen how prone the 
monopolist is to make employment de- 
pend upon the willingness of the em- 
g ployee to. prostitute his ballot to the 
f service of his corporate master. 

“This question should be settled now ; 
we cannot afford to bequeath it as a 
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an sink andy awakened, 


has knowledge. — 
| righteous, conscience — controls a 
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doing by fear of prison doors, a thou-— 
‘sand are restrained by those invisible of the 
walls which conscience rears about us— — 
barriers which are stronger than. walls | 


of railroads eng | 
merce, based on a fair and just. valua- 


_ Convention, 


is the most potent force of whieh 
Where law 


of granite. It is upon the conscience 


that human institutions | rest, and with- 
out a stirring of the conscience no great — u) 
To a national con- 01) 
science already aroused we appeal, with DP! 


reform is possible. 


the pledge that’ a Democratic victory 


will mean the ringing out of industrial ‘ 
despotism and the ringing in of a new 
in which business | will be. built — 


era 
upon ifs merits, and in which men will 


succeed, not in proportion to the coer- — 


may be able to practice, but 
their 


cion they m 
in proportion to their industry, | 
ability and their fidelity.” 


RAILROAD LEGISLATION. 


The planks in the two platforms re- 
lating to railroad legislation exhibit 


the same contrast that runs through 
them all, favorable to the Democratic 
position : 


vague and insufficient, while the Dem- 


ocratic plank is full, clear and explicit. 


the Republican platform in the respect 
that.it. favors * 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 


aged in interstate com- 


tion of all the elements of value; (2) 
such reduction in transportation rates 
as conditions permit, without entailing 
a reduction of wages, inadequate Serv- 
ice or injustice to legitimate invest- 
ments; and (3) the enlarging of the 


' power of the Interstate Commerce Com- 


mission so that it may declare a rate 
illegal upon its own initiative and with- 
out being compelled to wait, as now, 
until complaint has been made to it by 
the shipper. 


The Republican platform, is silent 


upon these points. "The Republican 


the plank providing for the physical 
valuation of railroads by a vote of 917 
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F actually reduces the margin of safety 


for depositors instead of increasing it. 
5. The desiruction of representative 


- government in the lower house, where 


the Republican Speaker and his com- 


Hl aaltten on rules have alt power and not. 
even a majority can get a vote on a 


popular bill if the Speaker refuses con- 
sent. 

66 The forty- nine per cent. increase 
in the cost of living under the Repub- 
lican Dingley tariff and its trusts, while 


wages have increased only nineteen per 


cent. by 

7. The refusal of the Republican Con- 
ress. to amend this tariff, although its 
iniquities are admitted and future re- 


vision has been reluctantly promised 


by its friends after the storm is over. 


The Wenooratic Party insists that this 
law-made man shall not be superior to 
the Lord-made man, and it insists that 
the principle of making the officers who 
control it fully responsible for its vio- 
lations of the law is essential to a per- 
fect protection of the public from the 
evils of corporate wrongdoing. 

We believe that nine-tenths of the 


§ corporations operating in this State 


obey the law and do a legitimate and 
honest business. There is no. public 
complaint against them, but every- 
where there is public approval of their 
enterprise. There is no criticism of our 


banks, our cotton mills, our mercantile 


corporations or of any other corpora- 
tion doing a competitive business. 
They have not been charged with dis- 
’ criminations, extortion or watered 
. Stock, They have universal praise for 


) the great part they have played and 
are playing in the upbuilding of our 


State, in the rapid increase of our 
wealth, in the employment of our peo- 
ple and in the spirit of progress which 
they carry and which they inspire. 
They, like individuals, suffer from the 
unlawful conduct of men and corpora- 
tions; like individuals, they bear the’ 
injury inflicted by men and corpora- 


rials. can there be Moutd: expressions « 
from Democratic sources of hostility to | 
corporations that do legitimate busi-!) 


-ness and sin not. While enemies of 
-Democracy have appealed to business 


men by falsely charging that the Demo- 
eratic Party is against corporations and 


business, these enemies, though de-. 


nounced and defied, have been unable 
to produce a scintilla of evidence, by 
word or act, to substantiate their base- 
less charge. The Democratic Party dis- 
criminates between individuals who 
obey the law and those who violate it, i 
and it has the courage to call individ- 
uals to the bar of justice. It likewise 
discriminates between the corporations 
that obey the law and those which vio-~ 
late it, and it has the courage to call 
corporations to the bar of justice. The 
Democratic Party is one of principles, 
and it has the courage of its principles 


when opposed by corporate wrong as 


well as when opposed by individual 
wrong. It believes in justice, even- 
handed and universal, and it strives 
toward the attainment of universal 
right, regardless of whether a corrupt 
man or a corrupt corporation, whether 
a humble thief or a plundering trust c¢ 
disputes its efforts. Jt believes the 
child of the lowly cottage on the hill- 
side and the child of the marble palace 
on the asphalt street should have the 
same opportunities to enjoy the fruits 
of their labor and the same restraints 
upon their conduct towards their. fel- 
low men, and the same punishment for 
their violations of the established laws 
of men. The poorest boy that ever 
placed a bare foot on Carolina soil has 
a right to call upon all his fellows to 
protect him from injustice of every 
kind, and to aid him and his kindred 
in having a government that will per- 
mit none to do him wrong, none to 
oppress and none to make afraid—that 
will exert its entire power, without fear 
and without favor, to prevent a plun- 


derer from laying tax upon his toil or 


placing bonds upon his energy—a gov- 
ernment under whose certain protection 
he can engage in the activities of life 
with confidence that whatever rewards 
his hands or intellect may earn shall 
be by him and his enjoyed without trib- 
ute to any save his country’s demands, 
and knowing that so long as he violates 
no moral law the esteem of men shall 


‘be his, and so long as he does right 
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